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Troubles were bound tc arise in due time to the Christian Church. It could not be
otherwise, Christianity is an aggressive religion and just for that reason it is
bound, sooner or later, to come into conflict with the powers that be, if these powers
are not already Christian.

Qur lesson todey deals with the first member of the Christian Church who, through
his faithfulness to Jesus Christ our Lord, sealed his testimony with his life's
blood,. The first thing brought before us ie

1. The Character of Sterhen.

He was oné of a band of seven men who were chosen by the Church %o see thaet all Christians,
especially the widows of the Grecian Jews, were not neglected in the dally ministration.
They were to serve tables, But to qualify them for this work, we are told that they

were to be men of henest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom. We are told of
Stephent that he was & man full of faith and power and that he did great wonders and miracle
among the people. FEvidently he was an outstanding man in the Church. The proof of that
is eazily shown for God does not communicate Hie power to men whé are not whole-heartédly
His and the fact that he wrought wonders and mirscles is & proof that he wes a good man
full of faith and of the Holy Ghost. Tt is evident also that he was an outstanding
preacher, for it was because he was guch that he was singled out for attack. A man of
poor ability would have been ignored or treated with contempt.

IT., 3tephen's Controversy.

How or where the disputations were carried on we are not told, but we are told that they
were not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he spake.

Unable to defeat him in argument they had recourse to a method that only a weak party
will ever turn #0. They suborned men and persuaded them to bring false witness against
him., These men said, "We hove heard him spesk blasphenous words against Hoses and
against God." HKBEEXIEX

It wag an easy‘%hing to stir up the people of the Jews, especislly on matters pertaining
to their religion.

111, Btephen Arrested.

They caught him and brought him before the highest comneil of the Jews, the Sanhedrim.
The Ranhedrim was composed of chief priests, elders and scribes. )

Before this council that Stephen was brought snd the charge laid ageinst him was brought
by false witnesses.

These words roused the members of the Sanhedrim to fury, especially as they could not

deny them. We read that when they heard these things they were cut to the heart.

But in that hour there was given to thig intrepid servant of Christ a vision that filled
his heart with joy. He saw Jesus standing on the right hend of God. Standing, es

though deeply interested, watching His servant and listening with approval to his testimony
They ran on, him with one accord cast him out of the city and stoned him, But even in
that hour Stephen prayed for them, "lord, lay not this sin to their charge,® and fell
asleep. And the witnesses laid downm their clothes at & young menls feet whose name was
Saunl,
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